OUR MISSION

Southside Family Charter School is a small
K-8 school that meets the needs of a cultur-
ally and ethnically diverse population by en-
gaging children in critical thinking and
problem solving, involving children in political
and social activism, encouraging creative ex-
pression, offering a wide range of electives
and advocating for children and families.

OUR VALUES
¢ Freedom from racism, sexism, classism,
homophobia and other cultural biases

e An opportunity for educational excellence re-
gardless of income

e [nvolvement in issues of social justice
e Diverse cultural identities are honored

e Qur community is an extension of our
classrooms

e Community members are encouraged to
participate in our programs
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EDUCATING FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
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“I can tell my children someday that this beautiful world didn’t come
for free—people had to fight for it.” —Ezra, 7th grade

From the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

As we approach 40 years of educating for social justice, I'm often re-
minded why this community of learners succeeds. We owe so much to the
deep and varied contributions of parents, families, volunteers and commu-
nity members. Our students’ remarkable accomplishments—academic,
social, political—are possible because our community supports them in
reaching their potential.

This annual report details some of our accomplishments over the last year.
We continue to provide an excellent academic experience through a jus-
tice-focused holistic approach to learning. We engage families as part-
ners—challenging and supporting students together. We celebrate the
diversity of experience our students bring and continue to recognize that
we are all teachers and learners. We share the joy of exploring ideas and
we know that we achieve more when we work together.

Lilia and Ella work with Philip, a University of Minnesota student volunteer.

We are confronted every day with obstacles: from the disinvestment in

public institutions to the too-prevalent challenges of systemic discrimina-
tion. In a time when division permeates public life, the Southside commu- . .
nity remains a refreshing example of a diverse group coming together o~ ““Your school is my dream school to work with...

address the challenges we share. Each and every time | engage with your school,

Thank you for being part of our community! | am left deeply moved and satisfied.”

—Nicole Smith, guest teacher from
Pillsbury House Theater

in, Executive Director

Revenue and expense 2010-2011 Accolades

June 30, 2011 In 2011, SFCS was recognized with the Minnesota Academic Excel-

With comparative amounts for June 30, 2010 lence Foundation’s School Spotlight Award for the school’s efforts to

Revenues 2011 2010 substantially involve parents, volunteers, mentors, community groups,
businesses and other individuals and organizations in the school in

Program revenues order to increase academic growth in students.

Operating grants and contributions 420,573 363,863 ) ) . .
CZ ital gra?ns and contributions $36 4.996 ¥ 0 Southside received the Financial Management Award from the

pita’g ) ’ Minnesota Department of Education for the fourth year in a row. SFCS
Charges for services 5844 5315 was also the recipient of a 2010-2011 Magnet Program grant from the

General revenues 860,369 866,482 Minnesota Department of Education for the Community as Classroom

Total revenues 1,651,782 1,235,660 program.

Expenses Southside was chosen by researchers from Wollongong University in
Administration 32,261 65,831 Australia to participate in a study about how student engagement is
School support services 183,175 163,267 fostered in American schools.

Regular instruction 541,033 580,206 The University of Minnesota Human Rights Resource Center recog-
Special education 60,612 84,549 nized Southside as a “Partner in Closing the Gap” for the school’s
Instructional support services 124,692 107,821 innovative Civil Rights Trip curriculum and program.

PUP”_SUWOH ) 36,410 42,373 The City of Minneapolis awarded the school with a Healthy Schools,
B_“"d'”g and eqmpment 332,051 264,651 Healthy Communities grant to support the expansion of the on-site
Fiscal and other fixed costs 8,073 8,165 school garden and the curriculum that supports garden-focused

Total expenses 1,318,307 1,316,863 learning.

Change in net assets 333,475 (81,203)

Net assets - beginning 148,180 481,655

Net assets - ending $481,655 $400,452 On the cover: Ezra, Hassan, and Da’Jon observe a moment of silence at the Montgomery Civil

Rights Memorial on the 2011 Civil Rights History Trip



“You young people give me hope.”

— Participant at Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights Movement 7th Annual Conference B

Authorizer Transition

Like many charter schools, Southside had to
quickly find a new Charter School Authorizer
during the 2010-2011 school year after the
Hamline University Graduate School of Educa-
tion decided they would no longer function as
an authorizing institution. While we were sorry
to lose Hamline as an authorizer, our relation-
ship with Hamline University remains strong
and we were fortunate to create a relationship
with our new authorizing organization, Volun-
teers of America. Our interactions with VOA
were very positive, and we have found the au-
thorizing program to be responsive, respectful
of school identity, focused, and well run. The
strong alignment of VOA’s Charter School Hall-
marks with SFCS’ mission provides a good
foundation for building a cooperative, mission-
focused, mutually accountable and mutually
beneficial relationship. We were also pleased
that in extending their invitation, VOA recog-
nized Southside’s “unique approach and focus
on social justice” as “a refreshing and valuable
viewpoint” to add to their current network of
charter schools. We look forward to working
with VOA in the years ahead.

Academic Collaboration

2010-2011 was a year of academic collabora-
tion, both for teachers and students. We were
fortunate to host several year-long interns and
a student teacher last year. In addition, South-
side teacher Susie Oppenheim collaborated
with Hamline University Professor Colleen Bell
to teach both Southside and Hamline students
about the civil rights movement through pre-
sentations and classroom discussions. South-
side middle-school students were also given
the opportunity to present the Keep the Dream
Alive! civil rights slideshow at the 7th Annual
Veterans of the Mississippi Civil Rights Move-

reacting to a SFCS student presentation

ment Conference during the Civil Rights Trip,
and engage in discussions with leading schol-
ars and activists at the event. Southside teach-
ers were also able to collaborate with a variety
of guest teachers to bring students opportuni-
ties like Japanese classes, a dance perform-
ance with artist Larry Yazzie, and family
cooking night. Our students were proud to act
as both learners and teachers in the commu-
nity, and Southside teachers and staff were sig-
nificantly enriched by their collaborations with
teachers and community leaders.

Strong Academics

Southside students continued to perform well in
the classroom, during community learning ex-
periences, and on standardized testing. South-
side students again outperformed national
averages on standardized tests, with 25% more
students at Southside falling in the average or
above average range in both reading and math.
In 2010-2011, we reduced the racial achieve-
ment gap by 12 percentage points in math and
2 percentage points in reading.

Southside continued to offer Community-As-
Classroom programming during 2010-2011;
hands-on, multi-dimensional learning opportu-
nities to increase academic performance and
understanding, including field trips, guest
speakers, and experiential learning opportuni-
ties. Teachers, parents, and students reported
that these opportunities helped students learn.
In fact, 100% of 6-8th grade students reported
that they agreed or strongly agreed with the
statement “I learn from school trips,” in our
annual end-of-year survey.

Social Justice Curriculum

Southside’s Social Justice Curriculum gets
stronger and deeper each year. In 2010-2011
we expanded our “Just Food” program to in-
clude an active school garden and a fresh fruit
and vegetable snack program to help kids learn
about nutrition and healthy eating. 2010-2011
also had a strong Civil Rights theme due to the
Civil Rights Trip over the spring. Students in all
grade levels learned about civil rights history in
their classrooms, from their peers, and through
all-school activities. Students also participated
in several anti-bullying presentations, and or-
ganized peer learning to educate one another
on LGBTQ issues in the school and community.

Moneek, Coatlzin, and Tramaine team up to hone their research skills.

“The movement never ended, and
it is up to the children to keep it
moving. | promise, we will. And we

will not stop until it is over.”
— Rachael, 6th grade

“I loved the trip and will remember
it all for the rest of my life.”

Noah, 8th grade

The Civil Rights Trip

2010-2011 was the year of the 7th Triennial Civil Rights
History Trip! Students in 6th-8th grade traveled through
five states in the Southern U.S. to learn about the Civil
Rights Movement and the influence of children in the
struggle. Students met with veterans of the movement
and learned about such topics as the Nashville sit ins,
Albany, Georgia’s voter registration efforts, The Birming-
ham Children’s Crusade and Lowndes County actions
against rural racism and violence. Parents and the
Southside community followed the capstone trip online
and upon their return students reflected on the many
lessons they learned through journal entries, poetry, and
essays. A new Keep the Dream Alive! student presenta-
tion has been created by lead teacher Susan Oppenheim
and provides students with the opportunity to share their
journey and bring their learning into the community.

“The students at SFCS exemplified
change to me. It is because of
students like them, acting as
advocates and leaders at such a
young age, that | think the world
and society can change for the

hetter.” —Hamline student



VOLUNTEER CONTRIBUTIONS

Parents and families contributed over 250 hours of volunteer work during the 2010-2011 school year.

Partnerships with the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis Community and Technical College, Augsburg College, and the Higher Education Consortium for
Urban Affairs (HECUA) resulted in 50 additional volunteers and work-study students contributing their time to Southside classrooms during the 2010-2011
school year. During an average week in 20102011, volunteers contributed 40 hours of time to Southside classrooms as mentors, tutors, chaperones, guest

teachers, or helpers.

Board of Directors
(volunteer, parent-majority)

Beth Hart, Chair

Dana Neuhauser, Vice Chair
Scott Heard, Treasurer
Renee Anderson

Amber Augustin

Ben Kressel

Peter Oppenheim

Lisa Thigpen

Volunteers

Ali Afsharjavan
Max Anton

Philip Binns

Paul Bobzien
Martha Brand
Shalom Cadenillas Rios
Martin Cech
Amanda Dennis
Brandy Flynn
Erin Frahm
Kathleen Gorilla
Ali Hawes

Nicole Hitzeman
Emily Holland
Devin Homme
Elizabeth Houns
Trystan Johnson
Ashley Kelnhofer
Samantha Kozlicki
Dani Larson
Abigail Lopez
Emily Maple
Zack Minea
Tanya Miller
Emily Moore
Amanda Nordquist
Greg Orvik
Jenny Pearson
Brittany Resch
Fischer Richelle
Christine Sanguinet
Lucy Schultz
Chelsea Skwiera
Erin Spoo

Zach Steigauf
Anthony Streiff
Astera Sundance
Mark Thomson
Michael Tuma
Elizabeth Turan
Miles Walser

Will Watson
Kirstin Wilson
Lance Witzig
Meghan Wynne

Parent/Family
Volunteers

Karin Anderson
Larry Anderson
Stacy Anderson
Crystal Brinkman
Trish Deutsch
Venessa Fuentes
Jess Flannigan
Jared Frandson
Esly Giron-Vargas
Rebecca Gomez
Beth Hart

Scott Heard
Susannah Heard
Mary Hoelscher
Jason Holtz
Marty Hultgren
Eric Iverson

Judy Iverson
Dimitri Kaasan
Beth Knoblauch
Alexandrea Kouame
Ben Kressel

Brett Lambert
Jennifer Lusk
Travis Lusk
Laura Matanah
Mark Matthews
Jenn McCormack
Megan Nelson
Brad Neuhauser
Dana Neuhauser
Kelly O'Brien
Gwyneth Olson
Brynne Paguyo
Kathy Patrick-Seligman
Lou Patrick-Seligman
Victoria Peterson-Hilleque
Chris Pikala
Eunice Pitts
Christine Rangen
Marcy Rede

Earl Rogers
Michelle Schutt
Michele Spaise
KJ Starr

Jessie Stibbins
Jess Sundin
Dana Sweet

Lisa Thigpen
Micaela Torchia
Lela Trammel
Jennifer Valley
Maria Williams
Erich Wunderlich

Community Teachers/
Community Partners

Lowanda Aaron of Metro
Transit

Alabama State University,
National Center for the
Study of Civil Rights and
African American Culture

Albany Civil Rights Institute

aMaze

Artscraps

Annie Pearl Avery

Cornelia Walker Bailey

Maurice Bailey

Dennis Banks

Colleen Bell, Hamline University
Conflict Studies and
Women's Studies

Birmingham Civil Rights
Institute

Catherine Burks-Brooks

Center for Book Arts

Children’s Museum

Climb Theatre

Como Zoo and Conservatory

Cool Planet Workshops

Council of Federated
Organizations Civil Rights
Education Center

Danielle Daniel

Brooke Dierkhising

Dodge Nature Center

L.C. Dorsey

Duluth Lynching Memorial

Edinborough Park

Enchanted Rock Garden

Equal Justice Initiative

Myrlie Evers-Williams

lllana Favero

Jessica Flannigan

Elaine Fleming, Leech Lake
Tribal College

Catherine Coleman Flowers

Forest History Interpretive
Center, Grand Rapids

Joe Foss

Various family, community
gardens, and farmer’s
markets

Lawrence Guyot

Hamline University

Hennepin County Medical
Center Residency Program

Becky Iverson

Jackson State University

Myrna Carter Jackson

Alberta Johnson

D. Quincy Johnson

Larry Johnson

Immigration Naturalization
Ceremony with Judge
Kressel

Dorie Ladner

Freddie Leonard

Kwame Lillard

Little Rock Central High School

Abby Lopez

Lowndes County Interpretive
Center

Mike Mann

Sandra Mansfield

Fred Melo

Midwest Food Connection

Grace Miller

Minneapolis Parks and
Recreation

Midtown YWCA

Minnesota Alliance with Youth

Minnesota Zoo

Sharaud Moore

Maisha Moses

Karen Mueller, West Bank
School of Music

Nashville Public Library

Students work with
guest chef and parent
volunteers to make
dinner for Family
Cooking Night.

Neighborhood Involvement
Program (Safetouch)

Northern Clay Center

Sara Dejores Olsen

Ordway Center for the
Performing Arts

Pillsbury House Theatre’s
Breaking Ice Program,
facilitated by Nicole Smith

Rainbow Rumpus

Richardson Nature Center

Roller Garden

Rotary Club of Minneapolis

Sapelo Island Land
Preservation Organization

Science Museum of Minnesota

Carol Barner Seay

Charles Sherrod

Shirley Sherrod

Soudan Mine

Southern Echo

Southern Poverty Law Center

Steppingstone Theatre

Bobby Talbert

Teatro Del Pueblo

Audrey Thayer, Bemidji State
University

Brenda Travis

Minnijean Brown Trickey

Two Pony Gardens Farm

Matthew Walker

Walker Sculpture Garden

Hollis Watkins

William Mitchell College of Law

Woodlake Nature Center

The Works

Larry Yazzie

Youth Environmental Law &
Leadership (YELL)

Young Dance Company

Nothando Zulu



Thank you,
Donors!

Individual and
Families

Jason Ward Anderson

Renee Anderson

Anonymous Donors

Edward Anton

Davi and Bridget Axelson

Luke and Tracy Nordquist
Babler

Barry and Sandra Baines

Jennifer Baker

Elizabeth Barnard

Joanna Barnett

John and Mary Barrow

Earl Rogers and Heidi Batz

Alexandra and Brian
Beckenstein

Colleen Bell

Ben Olk and Kristine Berggren

Senator Linda Berglin

Gerald Rosen and Martha
Brand

Sandra Brazil

Ted and Christy Anderson
Brekken

Henry Bromelkamp

Marney Brooks

Kristin Schaefer and Kristen
Brown

Peter and Louise Brown

John & Janet Carey

Amee Whittaker and Adam
Cates

Mandy Catlette

Robin Schribman and Lori
Charney

Jim Maurer and Tim Christian

Diane Clayton

Lawrence and Patricia Clemens

Kobi Conaway

Michele Boyer and Melissa
Conway

Larry Weiss and Pam Costain

Dennis and Hendella Coyne

Judy Ney and Jim Crabb

Ella Croshy

Janet and John Day

Jeanine DeGriselles and John
Haddorff

Nick and Liz Deidrich

Mary S. Dejoras

Glenn and Carol Delano

Bruce Nestor and Susana
De Leon

Marshall and Sandra Dennis

Patrisha Deutsch

Jean Diekmann

Jennifer Downham

Mary Duroche

Fred Easter

Mark and Nicole Eikenberry

Gayla Ellis

Michelle Schutt and Bob
Engstrom

Patty Erickson

Robert Esser

Katharine Eubank

Donald and Darlene Evenson

Sarah Farley & Elizabeth Tisel

Michael and llana Favero

Christopher Feider and Leah
Skurdal

Richard and Patricia Fishel

Patrick and Ellen Flannigan

Charles Fletcher

Joe Foss

James Fournier

Ronald and Barbara Fraboni

Lon Rosenfield and Barbara
Friedman

David Furniss and Miriam
Kowarski

Ann M. Gallagher

Joan Gallik

Christine Ganzlin

Frieda Gardner and Susie
Oppenheim

Geoffrey Gardner

Helen Kivnick and Gary
Gardner

Lila Gardner

Kristin Garwick

Kate and Karen Goetz

Jihan and Casey Golden

Jymme Golden

Findley Golod

Flo Golod

Rebecca and Rudy Gomez

Bruce Goodwin

Raquel Melo and Eliza Goodwin

Sandra Pappas and Neal
Gosman

Keith Halperin and Karen
Grabow

Debra Greenblatt

Cliff and Kim Greene

Melanie Haddox

Emily Hanson

Jesse Okie and Mary
Harrington

Beth & Bill Hart

Scott and Susannah Heard

Frank and Jane Hennessy

Joan Higinbotham

Janelle and Robert Hill

Beth and Gary Hippert

Mary Hoelscher

Richard Hoelscher

Jason Holtz and Brooke
Dierkhising

Barbara Holtz

Joe Holtz

Meri Golden and Thomas
Homme

Joyce Mellstrom and Betsy
Husting

Jeremy lggers

James Inglis

Nancy Johnson

Shannon Jones

Suneeta Kaasan

Joan and John E. Kanavich

John and Maythee Kantar

Adam Karnopp

Darla Kashian

Amber Kay

Lisa Keck and Chris Peknik

Jack and Carol Keegan

Tasya and Robert Kelen

Paula Keller and Mark
Anderson

Suzanne Kitch

Bruce and Rebecca Kluckhohn

Jim Koplin

Amber Kouame

Cheryl Kramer

Chris and Robert Kressel

Moy Lambert

Jeanne Carolyn Landkamer

Jane Newman and Amy Lange

Ellen Lansky

Josh Tilsen and Faith Latimer

Pat Lindsley

Marilyn Linquist

Lisa Albrecht and Pat Rouse

Bruce and Lorraine Luchner

Jennifer Lusk

Amy Lyga

Jefrey Paguyo and Brynne
Macosko Paguyo

Alan Makinen

Kris Maritz

Peter Maritz

Jill Ann Marks

Dorothy Marx

Betty and Boyd Mast

Laura and Sarah Matanah

Walter McCarthy and Clara
Ueland

Brigid McDonald

Colleen 0’Malley and Jane
McDonald

Mary and Mary Beth McGowan

Erturk and Keira Mehmet

Kathleen Melin

Amy Micek

Lenore Millibergity

Jeff Moore

Mary Moore

Janis Nelson

Brad and Dana Neuhauser

Ben Nicholie

Kelly O'Brien

Elinor Ogden

Gwyneth Olson

Elizabeth Olstad

Casey Oppenheim

Kathy Oppenheim

Peter Oppenheim

Bruce Parker and Margery Otto

Sarah Page

Mary Parker

Paula Parker

Joan Pearson

Terra Pearson

Jeannie Piekos

Ann Potter

Kathleen Walker Pratt

Terese Pritschet

Marc Burgett and Carol Purcell

Rocki Simoes and Susan Raffo

Martha and David Raymond

Kathleen Raynier

Marcy Rede

Vikki Reich

Luca and Lyric help build the Southside School Garden.

Sandra Richardson

Alice Robrish

Carol Rohde

Barbara Friedman & Lon
Rosenfeld

Sam and Leona Ross

Rotary Club of Minneapolis

Jane and Cecil Rousseau

Barb Ryan

Christine Sanguinet

Elaine Gaston and Mark
Scannell

Edyth Schoenrich

Lola Schoenrich

Arthur Serotoff

Mauricio Simoes

Snow Family Foundation

Shirley Sorenson

Barbara St. Onge

Brett St. Onge

Karen Starr

Kathleen and Patrick Starr

Arturo Steely

Stephanie York and Jessica
Sundin

Stephen and Meg Swanson

Clairissa Sweeney

Erich Wunderlich and Dana
Sweet

Mike Therriault

Carol Thomas

Claire Thomas

Tupper Thomas

Charlene Torchia

Jesus Torres-Garza

Joanne Von Blon

Carol Walker

Lisa Watson

Kathy Weaver

Nicholas and Stefani Weber

Lauren Weck

James and Lori Wellman

Sue Welna

Dobson and Jane West
Gretchen West

Rodney and Winifred West
Richard and Sandra Westby
Barbra Wiener

Susan Willis

Alex and Marguerite Wilson
Rebecca Wilson

Beth Wright

Beva Wunderlich

Dave Zimmerman

Foundations and
Organizations

Ameriprise Financial Employee

Gift Match
Community Shares of
Minnesota
General Mills Foundation
Matching Gifts
Greystone Foundation
Kopp Family Foundation
McKnight Foundation
Minnesota Timberwolves
Community Foundation
REI
Residential Mortgage Group
Target
University of Minnesota
Wedge Community Co-op
Women'’s Foundation of
Minnesota



Southside Family Charter
School Staff 2010-2011

Program Staff
Brendan Callahan
Melissa Favero
Natalie Freund
Esly Giron Vargas
Brynne Macosko Paguyo
Maren Macosko
Peter Oppenheim
Susie Oppenheim
Lindsey Pockl
Romona Safree
Kara Sankaran
Lisa Thigpen

Administrative Staff

Eliza Goodwin, Executive Director
Tania Montgomery, School Director
Sherri Bergwall, Office Director
Erin Wisness, Program Associate
Kali Bauer, Work Study

Contractors
Melissa Conway
Flo Golod

Traci LaFerriere
Cori Wahl
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